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NEWS RELEASE

DAYTON IS STARTING POINT
FOR NEW BOSNIAN TV SERIES
DAYTON, Ohio -Two years ago, the Dayton Peace Accords established a connection
between Dayton and Bosnia, and the agreement has inspired a string of projects that continue
to link the two.
The latest is a TV series.
Dayton television anchors Donna Jordan and Jim Baldridge will get a new international
audience this winter when they co-host segments of a political program called Dossier, intended
to explain the provisions of the Dayton Peace Accords to the people they most affect.
"We want to introduce to Bosnia what Dayton really is," says Miran Norderland,
executive manager of Fama International, the Bosnian media production and publishing
company that is producing the series. In accepted international shorthand, he refers to the peace
agreement instead of the city when he says "Dayton."
"We want people to take control of their destiny," Norderland says. "Ninety-five
percent of them know nothing about what the agreement is about. The politicians know, but we
hope the people are going to wake up. We'll provide them with all of the facts and evidence
they need to understand Dayton."
A specific provision of the Dayton Peace Accords will be highlighted during each
episode, which will include an explanation of the provision, an explanation of any legalities and
a case study that illustrates how beneficial or problematic it could be to implement that
provision. "So if we're discussing the annexation provision, we'll look at one village and how it
would be affected," Norderland says.
The 15-minute segment that will provide the clinical overview of the provision will be
called Studio Dayton and will be hosted by Jordan and Baldridge, news anchors at WHIO-TV
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in Dayton. Explanation of the provisions will be provided by Bruce Hitchner, director of the
University of Dayton Center for International Programs, which is co-sponsoring the TV series,
and Paul Williams, executive director of the Public International Law and Policy Group for the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Additional experts will be consulted as needed,
with taping sessions planned for New York, Washington and San Diego.
For the Studio Dayton segments, Norderland is using the production services and video
archives of WHIO-TV.
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The field reports that will illustrate what each provision could mean in Bosnia and
Herzegovina will be presented during the Studio Sarajevo segments of the program. Journalists
will also compile "video files" for Studio Sarajevo, focusing on individuals, 'cities and events
that "left a serious mark" between 1992 and 1996 and are still influencing current issues and
crises.
Norderland expects to produce 25 to 30 episodes of the program, to be produced in
Bosnian and English. "We'll give the program free to radio and TV stations in Bosnia," he
explains. "This will help strengthen the independent media in Bosnia. A lot (of stations) have
frequencies but no programs to air because they haven't been able to produce any." He expects
to reach Bosnians as well as refugees and international workers. Dayton-area residents will also
get a chance to see the premiere, Norderland says, although details are not set yet.
Episodes may be featured on the Internet to encourage international discussions among
political science, history and journalism students around the world.
The University of Dayton has fostered ongoing ties between Bosnia and Dayton. It
sponsored a one-year anniversary symposium last November, bringing U.S. and foreign
diplomats, journalists and international policy-makers to Dayton to assess the state of the
accords and make recommendations for future implementation. In related events, Richard
Holbrooke, who brokered the accords, talked about how the agreement was reached and
accepted a peace award at a Dayton Council on World Affairs recognition banquet, and
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, site of the peace talks, hosted a town meeting.
Mayor Mike Turner of Dayton has led trips to Bosnia and Herzegovina to encourage the
Dayton business community to explore economic opportunities and reconstruction projects, and
several Friendship Force contingents have exchanged visits. In a nine-month project that began
in September, a class of UD honors students is further exploring ways to link needs in Bosnia
with resources in Dayton.
In July, UD's Center for International Programs released its report on bringing war
criminals to justice for actions conducted in Bosnia during the war. Failure to pursue the
criminal~Jlas

been the most significant roadblock to a lasting peace in Bosnia, according to the

international law and policy symposium held at UD in March to evaluate the Dayton Peace
Accords.
-30For media interviews, call Miran Norderland at (937) 229-3526 and Bruce Hitchner at (937)
229-3514.

